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ask them simply, in the first place, to read and study our Case xiv. is a dreadful detail of agony and, we think, malpractice; nor can it be palliated by the circumstance of the patient being an opium-eater; it indeed merits the epithet instructive, which, in one respect, applies to the whole book; it should be a warning to all practitioners against being carried away by false theories and blind prejudices. The os uteri had dilated to the size of half-a-crown, between four and five o'clock in the afternoon.
" By eleven o'clock the pains had become very severe, but did not advance the child. This being the usual time that she was in the habit of taking a second opium pill, one of two grains was administered, but it had no effect in alleviating her sufferings or improving the labour. She continued in this state until half past twelve o'clock, when her sufferings became so intolerable that she exclaimed it was impossible she could longer support such agony. The purgative clyster was now administered, which operated well; and after its operation, sixty drops of laudanum were given to the patient. In about half an hour after these means were employed, the pains became less severe, and more effective; and by two o'clock, a.m., the child's head had advanced so far as nearly to dilate the external parts of 
